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Abstract

Since auditors have a very sensitive role in ensuring the honesty and transparency of financial information, their
moral values can significantly affect the quality and efficiency of auditing. The main purpose of this research
was to identify the components of improving audit quality for selecting auditors based on moral capital. The
method of the current research was qualitative in the form of thematic analysis with the Atride Sterling method.
The population in this part, the potential participants of this research include senior accountants working in
auditing institutions, members of the Iranian Society of Certified Accountants,and faculty members. The sample
size was 27 people based on the theoretical saturation rule. In this regard, according to the purpose of the
research, the snowball or chain sampling method was used for the interview. The data collection tool in the
qualitative part was the semi-structured interview. Qualitative validation of the research was considered as a
qualitative paradigm based on four criteria: credibility (credibility): impartiality (verifiability): reliability
(compatibility) and applicability (transferability). Findings have shown that the components of improving audit
quality through the selection of auditors based on ethical capital are formed by three pervasive themes
(dimensions): which inlcude piety, meaningfulness, and transparency. Each of these pervasive themes has its
own organizing themes. Piety is formed by self-discipline, fear of God, and honesty. Piety consists of the
organizing themes of self-control, fearof God and secrecy. And plays a pivotal role. Also, the overarching theme
is meaningfulof commitment, specialization, independence and honesty. The overarching theme of transparency
includes realism, legalism and accountability. Considering the importance of moral capital in financial fields, it
canbe said thatthe indicators and components of moral capital for selecting auditors can increase the quality of
auditing and financial organizations should use these indicators in selecting auditors.
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Introduction: Audit quality is a multifaceted concept and can be examined from different perspectives. In one
point of view, the auditor's report is considered like a product, and the quality of this product, due to its
compliance with the set standards, indicates the quality of the audit. Considering the importance of spiritual and
moral atmosphere and ignoring them in the audit profession in Iran, it is important to determine the dimensions
and components of improving audit quality based on moral capital and criteria for selecting auditors based on it.
This research identifies the components of improving audit quality based on moral capital, for the selection of
auditors, each component has its own indicators and can help to select an auditor. Therefore, the main issue of
this research is that the dimensions and components what is the improvement of audit quality based on the
choice of auditor based on moral capital? In other words, what are the indicators of auditor selection and moral
capitalthat can affectaudit quality? Therefore, in the following, the theoretical foundationsand background, and
then the research method and findings have been discussed.
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Method and Data: A qualitative research method was used, which was carried out using thematic analysis
according to the Atreid Stirling (2001) method. This strategy can be used to recognize patterns in qualitative
data. The potential participants of this research include senior accountants working in auditing institutions,
members of the Certified Public Accountants Society of Iran, and university accounting and financial
management professors. The sample size was based on the theoretical saturation rule. According to the purpose
of the research, the snowball or chain sampling method was used for the interview. In the interview, first, a
number of opinionated persons with doctoral education who were academic staff and had sufficient experience
related to the subject, who had at least 10 years of auditing experience or had more than one book or article in
this field were selected, and at the end of the interview, They were asked to introduce other knowledgeable and
expert people regarding the research topic, or in cases where it was necessary to receive the opinions of people
with special experiences in order to complete the model and create a theory, the interviewees were asked to
introduce the experts with Introduce appropriate experiences. After conducting 27 interviews with experts, the
collected data reached the saturation point and there was no need to conduct new interviews. In order to check
the scientific accuracy of qualitative studies, four criteria of credibility (acceptability, believability): trust and
reliability, verifiability and transferability were used.

Findings: The components of the moral capital model consist of 3 Global themes, including the dimensions of
piety, meaningfulness, and transparency. Tagwa consists of the organizing themes of self -control, fear of God
and secrecy. And plays a pivotal role. Also, the Global theme is meaningful of commitment, expertise,
independence and honesty. The overarching theme of transparency includesrealism, legalism and accountability.

Conclusion and discussion: Moral capital is very important in the financial field and the use of ethical
indicators and components can be effective in selecting auditors and improving audit quality. This research
showed that the discovered components can be used as effective factors for selecting auditors. This research
identifies the components of improving audit quality based on moral capital, each of which has its own specific
and unique indicators and can act as effective factors in the selection of auditors.
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