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Abstract

Crystallization of contradictory behaviors of auditors despite the existence of laws and regulations, the same and
similar codes of professional conduct can be indicative of the impact of factors other than regulatory laws and
regulations in auditors' decisions. The objective of this paper is to investigate the impact of personal values and
moral philosophy on the ethical beliefs of auditors. The statistical population of the research is the members of
the community of certified accountants and professional employees working in the auditing institutes of Iran in
2022, and dueto the nature of the research, Cochran's sampling method was used to calculate the sample size. In
this research, the number of 260 questionnaires among the auditors working in the audit organization and audit
institutions member of the Certified Public Accountants Society of Iran was randomly distributed and the data
extracted from them were analyzed using the structural equation approach and Lisrel software. The results show
that personal values and moral philosophy impact auditors' ethical beliefs in such a way that conservation
personal characteristics have more intolerant than open to change personal characteristics and self-enhancement
personal characteristics have more tolerance than auditors' self-transcendental personal characteristics. in
condemning the unethical behavior of the owners, and the moral philosophy of idealism has a positive effect and
the moral philosophy of relativism has a negative effect on the ethical beliefs of auditors to condemn the
unethical behavior of the owners.

Keywords: Ethical beliefs, Personal values, Moral philosophy.

Introduction: A spate of corporate scandals in recent years has raised public awareness regarding the ethical
decisions faced by auditors. Audit failures have attracted wide publicity and tarnished the reputation of the
profession, dissolving the respect and trust previously bestowed upon auditors. Despite the numerous regulations
that have been established to prevent or halt unethical activities, fraudulent conduct continues to make its way
into the corporate sphere. However, stringentregulation is not the only means to resolve this problem. Auditors
play the role of gatekeepers in monitoring decision-relevant information and are obliged to fulfill their
responsibilities in a professional manner.

Method and Data: The information is collected from questionnaires completed 260 auditors working in the
audit organization and audit institutions member of the Certified Public Accountants Society of Iran in 2022, and
the hypotheses were tested using structural equation model (SEM) and SPSS. Excel and SmartPLS were also
used to perform these analyses.
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Findings: The results show that value preferences alone fail as predictors of ethical beliefs. Instead, personal
values have an indirect impact on ethical beliefs viamoral philosophy. Moreover, auditors strongly motivated by
values based on self-enhancement were negatively associated with idealism in ethics and positively associated
with relativism. Therefore, it can be concluded that idealistauditors were more likely to condemn the actions of
clients that violated moral norms, while relativist auditors were more permissive.

Conclusion and discussion: Collectively, The empirical results support those of previous studies, which
indicate that moral philosophy is related to ethical beliefs (Hua Kung & Li Huang.2016). These results also
identify the role of moral philosophy as a mediator for the personal values and ethical beliefs of auditors,
shedding light on how personal values can impact ethical sensitivity.
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1. Tolerant

2. Intolerant

3. Factor Model

4. Path Model

5. RMSEA= Root Mean Square Error of Approximation
6. 2 = chi-square

7.GFI= Goodness-of-Fit Index
8. NFI= Normed Fit Index

9. NNFI= No Normed Fit Index
10. IFI= Incremental Fit Index
11.CFI=Comparative Fit Index
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