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Abstract

Professional skepticism is one of the important concepts in the audit process, and researchers and standard-setters
have always emphasized the importance of applying an appropriate level of professional judgment in conducting
an audit. The purpose of this study is to investigate the moderating effect of auditors * perceived social influence
on the relationship between the audit partners' priorities and their judgments based on professional skepticism.
This research uses the concept of social influence theory to identify the drivers that influence auditors' judgments
that go beyond the pressure of accountability. The statistical population of the research is all auditors working in
private sector audit institutions, of which 286 people were selected as the research sample in 1403 by random
sampling. Multiple linear regressions and spss version 26 software were used to analyze and test the research
hypothesis. The findings show that audit partners' preferences have a positive effect on auditors' judgments based
on professional skepticism, and social influence moderates the effect of partners' preferences on auditors'
professional doubt judgments. Also, there is a negative and significant relationship between the position of the
auditors and the social influence perceived by the audit partner. The results of this research determine the
importance of recognizing the perceived social influence of auditors in managing the relationship between partners
and members of the audit team for the Iranian public accountant community and lawmakers. Therefore, it is
necessary to take necessary measures to manage such pressures, such as holding training courses for employees
and careful hiring of people.

Keywords: Partners' Preferences, Professional Skepticism, Social Influence Theory, Ton at the Top, Auditing
Judgment.

Introduction

Professional skepticism is one of the most fundamental and challenging issues in the discussion of improving audit
quality. Researchers and those involved in the auditing profession consider professional skepticism to be an
essential component of measuring audit performance. On the other hand, audit partners play a fundamental role in
developing an organization’s ethical culture, and this role of partners in exercising appropriate professional
skepticism is undeniable. Therefore, understanding the impact of partners’ preferences and the importance of this
issue in their relationships with other members of the audit team in exercising appropriate professional skepticism
is of great importance. In this study, social influence theory is used as a complement to accountability theory to
examine how partners’ preferences, which are considered a form of social influence, affect auditors’ professional
skepticism-based judgments.
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Method and Data

The sample of this study consisted of 286 participants, including auditors working in private sector audit firms. A
quasi-experimental method was used to test the hypotheses. In this study, a scenario design was used to collect
data and questions designed based on the scenario were used to measure the research variables. SPSS software and
descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze the questionnaire data in this study. In the first part, the
collected data were described using descriptive statistics indicators and then inferential statistics and multiple
linear regressions were used to test the research hypothesis and the moderating effect of the moderating variable.

Findings

The findings show that the effect of partners' priorities on auditors' professional skepticism-based judgments is
greater for auditors who perceive higher social influence pressure than for auditors who perceive lower social
influence pressure. The results also indicate a negative and significant relationship between the auditors' position
and the perceived social influence pressure from the audit partner, which indicates that auditors with lower ranks
are more susceptible to such pressures and, in other words, have a high dependence on superiors.

Conclusion and discussion

The findings of this study can be interpreted as follows: when the perceived social influence pressure is higher,
the partners' priorities are more strongly crystallized in the minds of auditors, and as a result, the influence of
partners' priorities on the auditors' professional skepticism-based judgments is strengthened. Also, auditors with
lower ranks are more susceptible to such pressures and, in other words, they are highly dependent on their
superiors. Therefore, it is suggested that the certified public accountants’ community take necessary and
constructive measures to manage such pressures.
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